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The Charter:  Three Core Principles

1. Primacy of patients’welfare

2. Patient autonomy

3. Social justice



The Charter:  Ten Commitments

1. Professional competence

2. Honesty with patients

3. Patient confidentiality

4. Maintaining appropriate relationships with 

patients

5. Managing conflicts of interest



The Charter:  Ten Commitments

6. Improving quality of care

7. Improving access to care

8. A just distribution of finite resources

9. Scientific knowledge

10. Professional responsibilities





Competence & Knowledge

• Do we know, and agree, on what this technology 

tells us?

• Do we know, and agree, on how to use it?

• Single gene sequencing

• Whole genome sequencing









Quality, Access and Cost

• How long does it take to get a test result?

• What are the out of pocket costs for the patient?

• Can I rely on the results?



Honesty & Confidentiality

• New information

• Do patients want to know?



Take Away Messages

• Most clinicians, especially young doctors, are 

conceptually ready to embrace genomic medicine

• There seems to be little consensus about its use

• Concerns about access to tests & turnaround time 

• Challenged by how to interpret the information, 

and communicate it easily and simply to patients

• Worried about incidental findings
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